
REGULAR MONTHLY Meeting of the Gate City Town Council was held on Tuesday, September 14, 2004 at the Town Hall.

PRESENT:
Jack Anderson, Tommy Herron, Rita Tipton, Steve Williams, 




Town Manager Matthew Horton, Town Attorney Mike Carrico, 




Recorder Heather Lane


ABSENT:
None

OTHERS PRESENT:
Debbie Kindle, Ron Kindle, Ama Lee Spivey, Phyllis Spivey, Tim Addington, Tom Baker, Bo Williams, Mark Jenkins, Jan Jenkins, Susan Hilmer, Chester Shell Sr., Frances Perry, Linda Hammonds, Dovie Guy, Christine Fields, Michael Aaron Cleek, Jeffery Oaks, Gail Dougherty, Charles Stokes, Howard Oaks, Chuck Newton, Arletha Newton, Steve and Laura Dougherty, Betty Spears, Jim Spears, Gerald Cox, Billy Addington, Carl e. hurt, Bo Person, Charles Dougherty, Lisa Woods, Kay and Autumn Falin, Stan Jenkins, Eric and Luanne McMurray, Chris Johnson, Eddie Joe Estep, Cathy McConnell, Kevin Castle, Richard Hubbard, Delta Purkey, Carl Munsey, Wallace Ross, Michelle Jenkins, Ross Jenkins, Sherry Rhoton, Beverly Robinette, Roger Cassell, Melinda Taylor, Mitch Taylor, Sandra Jenkins, Martha Carter


Steve Williams called the meeting to order at 6:05 pm.


Upon a motion by Rita Tipton and duly seconded by Tommy Herron, members approved the minutes from the August regular meeting.  Voting in favor of this motion was Steve Williams, Rita Tipton, Jack Anderson, and Tommy Herron.  There were no opposing votes.


Steve Williams opened the floor for Public Comment at this time.


Susan Hillmer spoke about the members that were appointed to the council.  Town Attorney Mike Carrico discussed the order from the three panel judges with Mrs. Hiller.


Wallace Ross ask if the council had a quorum and if Steve Williams was the chairman since the called the meeting to order.  Town Attorney explained to Mr. Ross that there was not a vice-mayor or a chairman that the court did not appoint any of the four to be a vice-mayor or a chairman that any of the four could conduct the meeting.

Joe McConnell spoke about a business that was closed that was owned by Mike Kerney that water and sewer could not be provided to.  He also ask questions as to why residents in Reed Hollow were provided with water and sewer but do not have to pay taxes to the town.  Matthew Horton explained the annexing of Reed Hollow that the some annexed some of Reed Hollow into the Town.  Mr. McConnell also about who would be responsible for the attorney fees of the council members.  

Chuck Newton made a comment about the bonuses taken from the employees in order to pay for the attorney fees.


Mark Jenkins spoke to the council about a request from the Town Manager that the attorney fees of Charles Dougherty and Carl Hurt be paid by the town.  Matthew Horton replied that the letter was a misunderstanding on his part and was corrected by the Town Attorney and the corrected letter was sent.


Wallace Ross again asks the council about a chairman and if the council was a quorum.  The Town Attorney again explained the situation and that there was no vice-mayor and all council members had the same right.


Susan Hillmer asks about the requirements of mobile homes that reside within the town.  Town Manager Matthew Horton informed Mrs. Hillmer that all trailers that reside in the town have to purchase a mobile home decal from the town and the trailer has to be underpinned.  She replied that she knew of a mobile home that did not meet these requirements.  Matthew Horton asks her to give the name of the individual and the problem would be taken care of.

Jeffery Oaks spoke about the people working the election on May 4th.  The workers did not ask the voters to see a voter registration card.


Charlie Stone spoke about the items being valid that were voted on from May until now.  The Town Attorney informed Mr. Stone that everything was valid and remains valid.  He also spoke about the street renaming from Beech St. to Harry Frye Ave.  He asks the council why residents on that street were not informed of the change.  Matthew Horton informed Mr. Stone that a public hearing was held to receive comment on the renaming and no one objected to the change. 

Wallace Ross asks about the requirements from the fifth seat on the council.  The Town Attorney informed him that the member but be a resident inside the Town of Gate City and must be able to vote.

Eric McMurray spoke about the contesting of the election and ask the council members to make what was wrong, right and to do what was best for the town itself.

Jim Spears spoke about the lot located by Grogan Park.  Mr. Spears claims that the strip of land is owned by him and his wife.  The Town is in the process of performing a title search to see who actually owns the piece of land.  The Town has no record of the Spear’s paying taxes on the piece of land.  He also suggested that the council proceed with the appointment of the fifth member of the council and the mayor and move on with the business of the town until May of 2005.


Steve closed the floor for public comment.


Upon a motion by Rita Tipton and duly seconded by Tommy Herron, a nomination was made for Frances Perry to fill the fifth seat of the council.  Voting in favor of the motion was Rita Tipton and Tommy Herron.  Opposed to the motion were Jack Anderson and Steve Williams.  The motion failed to pass.

Upon a motion by Jack Anderson and duly seconded by Steve Williams, a nomination was made for Carl hurt to fill the fifth seat of the council.  Voting in favor of the motion was Jack Anderson and Steve Williams. Opposed to the motion were Tommy Herron and Rita Tipton.  The motion failed to pass.


Upon a motion by Tommy Herron and duly seconded by Rita Tipton, a nomination was made for Eric McMurray to fill the fifth seat of the council.  Voting in favor of the motion was Tommy Herron and Rita Tipton.  Opposed to the motion were Jack Anderson and Steve Williams.  The motion failed to pass.


Debbie Kindle asks the council if the Judges had heard all of the depositions.


Jeff Oaks asks the council why the judges were not present at the meeting.


Jim Spears asks the Town Attorney why the judges were selected from out of town to make this ruling.


Chester Shell asks the council to fill the fifth seat and proceed on with the business of the town.


Joe McConnell and Mark Jenkins suggested to the Council that it was the responsibility of the appointed judges to select the fifth member of the council and the mayor of the town.  The judges were selected to perform the job and they should have to appoint a fifth member and a mayor for the town.


Council members ask for a ten minute recess to decide who would fill the fifth seat on the council.


After a ten minute recess, the council proceeds with the meeting.


Upon a motion by Jack Anderson and duly seconded by Rita Tipton, Francis Perry was nominated to fill the vacant seat on the Town Council.  Voting in favor of the motion was Jack Anderson, Rita Tipton, Steve Williams, and Tommy Herron.  There were no opposing votes.


Frances Perry’s name will by sent to the clerk’s office and certified that she is a resident within the town and then she will be swore into the Town Council.

The vacant mayor position cannot be filled until Frances Perry is sworn into the fifth council seat.


Upon a motion by Rita Tipton and duly seconded by Tommy Herron, members voted to pay the bills in the amount of $30,342.30 from the General Fund and $4,917.88 from the Water Fund.  Voting in favor of this motion was Rita Tipton, Tommy Herron, Jack Anderson, and Steve Williams.  There were no opposing votes.


Upon a motion by Jack Anderson and duly seconded by Rita Tipton, with no further business to be discussed, members voted to adjourn the meeting at 7:10 pm.  Voting in favor of the motion was Jack Anderson, Rita Tipton, Tommy Herron, and Steve Williams.  There were no opposing votes.
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