
REGULAR MONTHLY Meeting of the Gate City Town Council was held on Tuesday, December 14, 2004 at the Town Hall.
PRESENT:
Mayor Mark Jenkins, Frances Perry, Tommy Herron, Jack Anderson, Rita Tipton, Town Manager Matthew Horton, Town Attorney Mike Carrico, Recorder Heather Lane

ABSENT:
Steve Williams

OTHERS PRESENT:
Ron and Debbie Kindle, Pete and Venice Yoakley, Walter Carter, Charles T. Quillin, Dwayne Rhoton, Arleiha and Chuck Newton, Howard Oaks, Eddie Joe Estep, Chris Johnson, Sam Dockery, Delta Purkey, Lisa McCarty, Jan Jenkins,  Jason Cox, Ross and Michelle Jenkins, Mike Carrico, Bo Person, Roger Cassell, Eddie McMillan,  Cindy Parks, Eddie McMillan
Mayor Mark Jenkins opened the Public Hearing on the closing of Grace Street.

Walter Carter and Chris Williams request that the council close Grace Street in

order to have a private access to their homes.  The only requirement from the town would be an easement for the town to repair the water lines if needed.


Mayor Mark Jenkins closed the Public Hearing on the closing of Grace Street.


Mayor Mark Jenkins opened the Public Hearing on the opening of Lombard Street.


Mr. Peter Yoakley spoke to the council about his opposition to the opening of Lombard Street.  


Mr. Tommy Quillin spoke to the council about his request for opening a portion of Lombard Street.  The street opening would allow Mr. Quillin to subdivide the land for future development in the town. The opening of the street would make the land more accessible.


Pete Yoakley offers to buy the land off Tommy Quillin to keep from opening the street.  Pete Yoakley does not agree that the street needs to be opened.


Frances Perry asks if the street was ever opened in the past.  The street has never been opened to anyone’s knowledge. Mrs. Perry also asks Tommy Quillin if the plans for the subdivision were ever recorded at the courthouse. 


Tommy Quillin told the council that the first plans for a subdivision were recorded at the courthouse and possibly a portion of the second plans were recorded.


Frances Perry asks Mr. Quillin of there were another way to access his property other than the opening located near Mr. Yoakley.  


Tommy Quillin told the council that the property could also be accessed from Pine Street but the opening of Lombard Street would make it more accessible.  He also tells the council that a subdivision at this location would be a great asset to the town.


Town Manager Matthew Horton asks Mr. Quillin if the street was opened, when the construction would go under way.


Tommy Quillin told the council that if they decided to open the portion of Lombard Street, that he would begin grading the street immediately.


Mayor Mark Jenkins closed the Public Hearing on the opening of a portion of Lombard Street.


Mayor Mark Jenkins opened the Public Hearing on the Proposed Bond Issue on Phase II Water.


Town Manager Matthew Horton discusses what the Phase II Water Project would consist of. The Phase II Water Project was halted due to litigation with the May 4th Election.


Mayor Mark Jenkins closed the Public Hearing on the Proposed Bond Issue on Phase II Water.


Mayor Mark Jenkins called the meeting to order at 6:03 pm.


At this time invocation was provided be Rev. Paul Argoe.


At this time the pledge of allegiance was provided by Mr. Chuck Newton.


Upon a motion by Frances Perry and duly seconded by Tommy Herron, members voted to approve the minutes from the November 2004 Regular Monthly Meeting.  Voting in favor of this motion was Frances Perry, Tommy Herron, Rita Tipton, and Jack Anderson. There were no opposing votes. Absent from the vote and meeting was Steve Williams.


Mayor Mark Jenkins opened the floor for Public Comment at this time.


Sam Dockery discussed the current policy in affect for the wrecker services in town.  The people that are normally called to assist a wreck are wrecker services that are located out of town limits, where the people do not pay taxes to the town or buy business license from the town.  A rotating wrecker service list is currently in place.  The situation will be addressed at the next town council meeting.

Roger Cassell spoke about an applicant that applied for police chief.  

Michelle Jenkins asks the council to be cautious of changing the town charter from at-will employees to hired employees.


Mayor Mark Jenkins closed public comment.


At this time, the council discussed the buying of the thermal imagining camera for the fire department.  The fire department has raised $6,800 through sells and private donations.  The town will provide $3,000 that was put aside from the budget for the remainder of the cost of the camera.  

At this time, the council discussed the private drive located across from the Quarry Pond.  The town repaved the road after they installed the water and sewer lines for the residents on the private drive.  The residents on the drive are asking that the town take over the street and maintain the street so the street can be repaved.  Mark Jenkins asks Matthew Horton to inform the residents on the street what the requirements are for the drive to be maintained by the town.


Upon a motion by Rita Tipton and duly seconded by Tommy Herron, member voted to reappoint Robert Barker to the Planning Commission.  Voting in favor of this motion was Jack Anderson, Rita Tipton, Tommy Herron, and Frances Perry.  There were no opposing votes. Absent from the vote and meeting was Steve Williams.


Upon a motion by Frances Perry and duly seconded by Tommy Herron, members voted to recommend John Dockery’s name to the court for a seat on the Board of Zoning Appeals.  Voting in favor of this motion was Frances Perry, Tommy Herron, Rita Tipton, and Jack Anderson.  Absent from the vote and meeting was Steve Williams.


Recommendations for people to serve on the Planning Commission, needs to be presented at the next council meeting.


Attorney Mike Carrico is checking into the changing of the Town Charter.  The parts of the Charter needing to be changed, needs to be discussed, voted on, and sent to Attorney Terry Kilgore to present to the Attorney General.

Upon a motion by Rita Tipton and duly seconded by Tommy Herron, members voted to table the matter of the Town Charter until next council meeting.  Voting in favor of this motion was Rita Tipton, Tommy Herron, Jack Anderson, and Frances Perry. There were no opposing votes. Absent from the vote and meeting was Steve Williams.


At this time, the council discussed the building and fire codes.  The town asks the county’s building inspector to help in inspecting the dilapidated buildings in town.  The county suggested that the town hire a building and zoning administrator.  The county has never adopted a maintenance code. The town suggested that they offer a part-time inspecting job to the inspector from Lee County or Wise County to do the inspections in town.  


Upon a motion by Tommy Herron and duly seconded by Frances Perry, members voted to send a letter to the county asking the Board of Supervisors to adopt a maintenance code.  Voting in favor of the motion was Tommy Herron, Frances Perry, Rita Tipton, and Jack Anderson. There were no opposing votes. Absent from the vote and meeting was Steve Williams.


Upon a motion by Rita Tipton and duly seconded by Frances Perry, members voted to offer a part-time inspector position to a surrounding counties inspector.  Voting in favor of the motion was Rita Tipton, Frances Perry, Tommy Herron, and Jack Anderson. There were no opposing votes.  Absent from the vote and meeting was Steve Williams.


Upon a motion by Jack Anderson and duly seconded by Rita Tipton, member voted to go into closed session. Voting in favor of the motion was Jack Anderson, Rita Tipton, Tommy Herron, and Frances Perry.  There were no opposing votes. Absent from the vote and meeting was Steve Williams.
CERTIFICATION OF CLOSED MEETING
     WHEREAS, the Gate  City  Town  Council  has  convened  a  Closed Meeting on this date pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in accordance with the provisions of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act; and

     WHEREAS, Section  2.2-7312 of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by the Town Council that such closed meeting was conducted in conformity with Virginia law;

     NOW,  THEREFORE,  BE  IT  RESOLVED,   that  the  Gate  City  Town  Council hereby  certifies  that  to the  best of each member’s knowledge,  (1) only public business matters    lawfully  exempted   from  open  meeting  requirement   by  Virginia  law  were discussed  in closed meeting to which this certification applies and (2) only such business matters as were identified in the motion convening the closed meeting were heard, discussed or considered by the Gate City Town Council.

VOTES:
AYES:
Tommy Herron, Jack Anderson, Rita Tipton, and Frances 





Perry




NAYS:
NONE



ABSENT:
Steve Williams


Upon a motion by Tommy Herron and duly seconded Jack Anderson, member voted to go back into regular session. Voting favor of this motion was Tommy Herron, Jack Anderson, Frances Perry, and Rita Tipton.  There were no opposing votes.  Absent from the vote and meeting was Steve Williams.


Upon a motion by Tommy Herron and duly seconded by Jack Anderson, members voted to go back into regular session.  Voting in favor of this motion was Tommy Herron, Jack Anderson, Frances Perry, and Rita Tipton.  There were no opposing votes.  Absent from the vote and meeting was Steve Williams.


Upon a motion by Tommy Herron and duly seconded by Jack Anderson, members recommended Jason Cox for the position of Chief of Police at a starting salary of $27,500.00.  Voting in favor of this motion was Tommy Herron, Jack Anderson, Frances Perry, and Rita Tipton.  There were no opposing votes.  Absent from the vote and meeting was Steve Williams.

Water draining and standing at the Ward’s residence on the west end of town will be tabled until next town council meeting.


Delta Purkey suggest that adding the telephone number, important issues pertaining to the town, and any experience they might have to the application for committees.


Upon a motion by Frances Perry and duly seconded by Rita Tipton, members voted to put in place the committee application.  Voting in favor of the motion was Frances Perry, Rita Tipton, Jack Anderson, and Tommy Herron.  There were no opposing votes.  Absent from the vote and meeting was Steve Williams.


At this time, the council discussed the situation of the pump station at Moccasin Hills.  The two small pumps have been replaces two times this year. A tank needs to be places in Moccasin Hills to replace the bladder system already in use.  The only cost to place a 10,000 gallon tank would be the cost to move the tank that was taken out of service above the Quarry Pond.  The health department suggested that the water be pumped into a tank instead of using a bladder system.


The matter regarding the moving of the tank from Daniel Boone to Moccasin Hills will be tabled until next meeting so a cost study and failure rate can be found.


Upon a motion by Tommy Herron and duly seconded by Rita Tipton, members voted to accept the proposal bond for Phase II water.  Voting in favor of this motion was Tommy Herron, Rita Tipton, Frances Perry, and Jack Anderson.  There were no opposing votes. Absent from the vote and meeting was Steve Williams.

Upon a motion by Jack Anderson and Rita Tipton, member voted to close Grace Street.  Voting in favor of the motion was Jack Anderson, Rita Tipton, Frances Perry, and Tommy Herron.  There were no opposing votes.  Absent from the vote and meeting was Steve Williams.

Upon a motion by Jack Anderson and Rita Tipton, members voted to table the matter of Lombard Street until next council meeting so the street committee and the town attorney can review the matter.  Voting in favor of the motion was Jack Anderson, Rita Tipton, Frances Perry, and Tommy Herron. There were no opposing votes.  Absent from the vote and meeting was Steve Williams.


Acting police chief Bo Person presented the monthly police report to the council.


Dwayne Rhoton presented the monthly public works report to the council.  Town Manager Matthew Horton discussed the concern of citizens on Eva Street.  The residents are concerned about how the snow is usually scraped to one side of the road.


Town Manager Matthew Horton discusses the Bright System being installed for the town with the council.  The system would be used for billing of water bills and the town’s real estate taxes.  The amount presented to the council would be less if Heather and Melinda traveled to Jonesbourgh to train on the system and the printer is not needed.  The town would really benefit from the system.  The remaining amount is going to be negotiated with the Bright System company.  The town is going to check with the Bright System to see if the town can combine with the county, who already has the system in place.  If the company will allow us to combine with the county, the matter will have to presented to the board of supervisors.  The Manville/Red Hill water project will begin in late January, early February.  The project should take 3 months.  The loan closing is on December 17th.  Mayor Matthew Horton, Town Manager Matthew Horton, and Tommy Herron are going to meet with members of Pennington Gap.  We are waiting on the easement from the bank to start Terrace Avenue.  The town is working on the title for the silver police cruiser.  The parade was a success.


The street committee needs to meet with Tim Addington about the renaming of the streets.  The street committee will meet on Tuesday, December 28, 2004 at 2:00 pm with Tim Addington.  They will also look at Lombard Street.


Planning commission recommended reappointing Robert Barker.  Everyone on the planning commission will become members of the Virginia Citizens Planning Association. 

The Sanitation Authority did not have a meeting this month.


Town Manager Matthew Horton is discussing broadband with the Economic Redevelopment Committee to help develop the town.


The town will begin enforcing two hour parking in town and at the courthouse.


Upon a motion by Frances Perry and duly seconded by Rita Tipton, members voted to pay the bills in the amount of $10, 748.96 from the General fund and $9, 269.97 from the Water fund.  Voting in favor of the motion was Frances Perry, Rita Tipton, Jack Anderson, and Tommy Herron.  There were no opposing votes.  Absent from the vote and meeting was Steve Williams.

Upon a motion by Jack Anderson and duly seconded by Tommy Herron, members voted to adjourn the meeting at 8:00 pm.  Voting in favor of this motion was Tommy Herron, Jack Anderson, Frances Perry, and Rita Tipton.  There were no opposing votes.  Absent from the vote and meeting was Steve Williams.
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