      JOINT PUBLIC HEARING  Meeting of the Gate City Town Council and the Gate City Planning Commission and REGULAR MONTHLY Meeting of the Gate City Town Council was held on Tuesday, September 9, 2003 at the Town Hall.

     PRESENT:  Mayor Charles Dougherty, Vice-Mayor Carl Hurt, Steve

                           Williams, Jack Anderson, Rita Tipton, Attorney Mike

                           Carrico, and Recorder Melinda Taylor

     ABSENT:     Mark Jenkins

     PLANNING COMMISSION PRESENT:  Robert Barker, Michelle

                           Jenkins, Frances Perry, Tommy Herron, Tom Baty,

                           Richard Hubbard

     OTHERS PRESENT:  Virgil Sampson, Kenneth and Margie Akers,

                            Ross Jenkins, Scott Wilson of Dewberry & Davis, Chester
                           Shell, Jr., and Bo Person
     Mayor Dougherty called the meeting to order at 6:00pm.

     Upon a motion by Rita Tipton and duly seconded by Jack Anderson, members approved minutes from the August 12, 2003 Regular Meeting.  Voting in favor of the motion was Carl Hurt, Jack Anderson, and Rita Tipton.  Absent during the meeting was Mark Jenkins.  Steve Williams abstained from the vote.

     At this time, Mayor Dougherty opened the public hearing.  This Public Hearing was to receive comment on a request by Dr. Bill Fuller to amend the Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance to include Veterinary Clinic as a permitted use in the R-3 Zoning District.  Specifically in the old Willis Chiropractic Office.  Councilwoman Tipton stated that the Planning Commission had voted unanimously to recommend to the Council to make this amendment.  Attorney Carrico stated that the only concern of neighboring Moccasin Hills Subdivision was the possibility of dogs barking.  Mr. Virgil Sampson, speaking on behalf of Dr. Bill Fuller, stated that there are no plans at this time for an outside kennel and that all animals will be kept downstairs.  
     There being no further comment the public hearing closed at this time.

     Mr. Virgil Sampson commended the Town on the road work that has been done.

     Manager Horton updated members on the boundary adjustment process.

     Manager Horton updated members on the drug policy.  Attorney Carrico will present the final draft including provisions at the next council meeting.  After lengthy discussion, members voted to give a 30 day notice as soon as the policy will take affect, and then there will be a “no tolerance” clause.  Voting in favor of the motion was Steve Williams, Carl Hurt, Jack Anderson, and Rita Tipton.  There were no opposing votes.  Absent during the meeting and vote was Mark Jenkins.

     Upon a motion by Rita Tipton and duly seconded by Carl Hurt, members voted to amend the Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance §24.41(AA) to include Veterinary Clinic as a permitted use.  Voting in favor of the motion was Steve Williams, Jack Anderson, Carl Hurt, and Rita Tipton.  There were no opposing votes.  Absent during the meeting and vote was Mark Jenkins.

     Upon a motion by Steve Williams and duly seconded by Rita Tipton, members voted to adopt a Proclamation naming September 17-23 as Constitution Week.  Voting in favor of the motion was Steve Williams, Jack Anderson, Carl Hurt, and Rita Tipton.  There were no opposing votes.  Absent during the meeting and vote was Mark Jenkins.  Said proclamation is attached to these minutes.
     Scott Wilson with Dewberry & Davis appeared before members with request for payment of an invoice regarding a Preliminary Architect Report on remodeling the Town Hall.  This matter was tabled until the October Meeting for review and recommendation from the Attorney Carrico.
     Upon a motion by Rita Tipton and duly seconded by Jack Anderson, members voted to use BB&T for financing of the Garbage Truck at 3.54% interest for 5 years.  Voting in favor of the motion was Steve Williams, Jack Anderson, Carl Hurt, and Rita Tipton.  There were no opposing votes.  Absent during the meeting and vote was Mark Jenkins.

     Upon a motion by Carl Hurt and duly seconded by Rita Tipton, members voted to sign contract with Appalachian Regional Credit Reporting.  Voting in favor of the motion was Steve Williams, Jack Anderson, Carl Hurt, and Rita Tipton.  There were no opposing votes.  Absent during the meeting and vote was Mark Jenkins.
     Upon a motion by Carl Hurt and duly seconded by Jack Anderson, members accepted resignations from Billy Davidson from the Public Works Department and Larry Williams from the Police Department.  Voting in favor of the motion was Steve Williams, Jack Anderson, Carl Hurt, and Rita Tipton.  There were no opposing votes.  Absent during the meeting and vote was Mark Jenkins.

     Upon a motion by Jack Anderson and duly seconded by Steve Williams, the meeting retired into closed session pursuant to §2.2-7311A of the Code of Virginia to discuss legal and personnel issues.  Voting in favor of the motion was Steve Williams, Jack Anderson, Carl Hurt, and Rita Tipton.  There were no opposing votes.  Absent during the meeting and vote was Mark Jenkins.

     Upon a motion by Jack Anderson and duly seconded by Carl Hurt, the meeting returned to regular session.  Voting in favor Steve Williams, Jack Anderson, Carl Hurt and Rita Tipton.  There were no opposing votes absent during the meeting and vote was Mark Jenkins.  

CERTIFICATION OF CLOSED MEETING

     WHEREAS, the Gate  City  Town  Council  has  convened  a  Closed Meeting on this date pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in accordance with the provisions of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act; and

     WHEREAS,  Section  2.2-7312 of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by the Town Council that such closed meeting was conducted in conformity with Virginia law;

     NOW,  THEREFORE,  BE  IT  RESOLVED,   that  the  Gate  City  Town  Council hereby  certifies  that  to the  best of each member’s knowledge,  (1) only public business matters    lawfully  exempted   from  open  meeting  requirement   by  Virginia  law  were discussed  in closed meeting to which this certification applies and (2) only such business matters as were identified in the motion convening the closed meeting were heard, discussed or considered by the Gate City Town Council.
     VOTES:        AYES:  Jack Anderson, Charles Dougherty, Steve Williams,

                                         Rita Tipton, and Carl Hurt

                           ABSENT DURING THE MEETING AND VOTE:  Mark Jenkins

     Upon a motion by Steve Williams and duly seconded by Jack Anderson, members voted to hire Denise Bledsoe and Chester Shell, Jr. as Police Officers.  Voting in favor of the motion was Steve Williams, Jack Anderson, Carl Hurt, and Rita Tipton.  There were no opposing votes.  Absent during the meeting and vote was Mark Jenkins.

     Upon a motion by Steve Williams and duly seconded by Jack Anderson, members voted to move employee #806 from part-time to full-time employment.  Voting in favor of the motion was Jack Anderson, Steve Williams, Carl Hurt, and Rita Tipton.  There were no opposing votes.  Absent during the meeting and vote was Mark Jenkins.

     Bo Person presented members with the monthly police report.  Manager Horton commended Chief Person on the job he has done with the department.

     Manager Horton presented members with his monthly report and reminded members of the Telecommunications Congress in Washington D.C. the week of the 28th. 
     Councilman Tipton informed members that Tom Baty has been chosen to sit on the Committee for the walking trail.

     Upon a motion by Steve Williams and duly seconded by Jack Anderson, members approved payment of the monthly bills.  Voting in favor of the motion was Steve Williams, Jack Anderson, Carl Hurt, and Rita Tipton.  There were no opposing votes.  Absent during the meeting and vote was Mark Jenkins.

     Attorney Carrico informed members that the Copsfast office needs copies of where money was spent during February, April, July, and October, 2000, and a copy of the budget.

     At 7:40pm, upon a motion by Jack Anderson and duly seconded by Steve Williams, the meeting adjourned.    Voting in favor of the motion was Steve Williams, Jack Anderson, Carl Hurt, and Rita Tipton.  There were no opposing votes.  Absent during the meeting and vote was Mark Jenkins.
                                                                                     _____________________________

                                                                                     MAYOR

_______________________________
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