     REGULAR MONTHLY Meeting of the Gate City Town Council was held on Tuesday, March 12, 2002 at the Town Hall.

     PRESENT:  Mayor Charles Dougherty, Vice-Mayor Steve Williams,

                          Jack Anderson, Roger Cassell, Rita Tipton, Attorney Terry

                          Kilgore, and Recorder Melinda Taylor

     ABSENT:    George Spicer

     OTHERS PRESENT:  Jim Addington, Kay Addington, Jeff Davidson,

                         Charles Davidson, Guila Davidson, Sam Dockery, Dwayne

                         Rhoton, Bo Person, Bill Draper, Mark Jenkins, Jim Craft,

                         Benny Reed, Lisa McCarty, J.B. Swiger, Eugene McClellan

     ARRIVED LATE:  Robert Barker 

    Mayor Dougherty called the meeting to order at 6:00PM.

    Upon a motion by Jack Anderson and duly seconded by Rita Tipton members approved the minutes of the February 12, 2002 Regular Meeting and the February 28, 2002 Special Called Meeting.  Voting in favor of the motion was Jack Anderson, Roger Cassell, and Rita Tipton.  Steve Williams abstained from the vote.  There were no opposing votes.  Absent during the meeting and vote was George Spicer. 

     There was no public comment.

     Upon a motion by Rita Tipton and duly seconded by Jack Anderson, members adopted a Loan Resolution authorizing and providing for the incurrence of indebtedness for the purpose of providing a portion of the cost of acquiring, constructing, enlarging, improving, and/or extending its water system.  Voting in favor of the motion was Steve Williams, Jack Anderson, Roger Cassell, and Rita Tipton.  There were no opposing votes.  Absent during the meeting and vote was George Spicer.

     Mayor Dougherty welcomed Attorney Terry Kilgore who has been in Session in Richmond for the past several months.

     Eugene McClellan, representing the Civitan, gave presentation of a plan to build a fitness trail near Grogan Park. He stated that the Civitan has funds to build this trail if the Town would purchase the property.  Mayor Dougherty stated that he has spoken to the owner regarding purchase of this property, but there is an issue of power lines and fencing, and the owner also asked for a survey.  Members agreed that the Recreation Committee and members of the Civitan would meet on Wednesday, March 20, 2002 at 4:30PM to look at the property.

     Upon a motion by Jack Anderson, and duly seconded by Rita Tipton, members voted to offer the American Legion members $75.00 per week to mow and clean the bathrooms at Grogan Park.  Voting in favor of the motion was Steve Williams, Jack Anderson, Roger Cassell, and Rita Tipton.  There were no opposing votes.  Absent during the meeting and vote was George Spicer.

     Mr. Sam Dockery was present with complaint of a dog that is tied on the corner of Jackson and Kane Streets and barks constantly.  Attorney Kilgore advised the Council that a pattern of complaints would need to be recorded before any court action could be taken.  Mayor Dougherty stated that he would speak to Chief Cox and instruct him to ask the owner to quiet the dog.  

     Upon a motion by Roger Cassell and duly seconded by Rita Tipton, members adopted a Resolution acknowledging their appreciation to Pastor Argoe of the First Assembly of God church for his history of servitude to the church and tot he citizenry of the Town of Gate City.  Voting in favor of the motion was Steve Williams, Jack Anderson, Roger Cassell, and Rita Tipton.  There were no opposing votes.  Absent during the meeting and vote was George Spicer.  A copy of the resolution is attached to these minutes.

     Upon a motion by Jack Anderson and duly seconded by Rita Tipton, members passed the annual ¼ mile turnover Resolution VDOT on 770 feet of Water Street from Kane Street to Moccasin Avenue and 550 feet of Eva Street.  Voting in favor of the motion was Steve Williams, Jack Anderson, Roger Cassell, and Rita Tipton.  There were no opposing votes.  Absent during the meeting and vote was George Spicer.  The resolution is attached to the minutes.

     Members were presented with Chief Cox’s Police Department Report.  No discussion was held.

     Robert Barker arrived at this time.

     Dwayne Rhoton presented members with the Public Works Report.  No discussion was held.

     Rita Tipton updated members on the work the Planning Commission is doing toward completed the Comprehensive Plan and boundary adjustment.  She stated that the Commission agrees that the process for boundary adjustment of Quillen Heights and the remainder of Estil Heights needs to begin as soon as possible.  Upon a motion by Steve Williams and duly seconded by Rita Tipton, members voted to proceed with boundary adjustment of Quillen Heights and Estil Heights.

Voting in favor of the motion was Steve Williams, Jack Anderson, Roger Cassell, and Rita Tipton.  There were no opposing votes.  Absent during the meeting and vote was George Spicer.  

     Roger Cassell informed members of a vacancy on the Sanitation Authority since the resignation of B.J. Broadwater.  Upon a motion by Steve Williams and duly seconded by Roger Cassell, members voted to advertise for the vacant position on the Sanitation Authority after receipt of written resignation from B.J. Broadwater.  Voting in favor of the motion was Steve Williams, Jack Anderson, Roger Cassell, and Rita Tipton.  There were no opposing votes.  Absent during the meeting and vote was George Spicer.

     Upon a motion by Rita Tipton and duly seconded by Jack Anderson, members voted to allow the addition to the “Welcome to Gate City” sign as follows:  “Home of Attorney General of Virginia Jerry W. Kilgore”.  Voting in favor of the motion was Steve Williams, Jack Anderson, Roger Cassell, and Rita Tipton.  There were no opposing votes.  Absent during the meeting and vote was George Spicer.

     Mayor Dougherty informed members that he has spoken with the Building Inspectors of Big Stone and the county asking for information on the possibility of hiring a part-time building inspector for the Town.  Attorney Kilgore stated that the Town needs to pass the Statewide Maintenance Code.  

     Upon a motion by Jack Anderson and duly seconded by Steve Williams, members approved payment of the bills in the amounts of $19,344.94 for General Fund and $10,197.13 for Water Fund.  Voting in favor of the motion was Steve Williams, Jack Anderson, Roger Cassell and Rita Tipton.  There were no opposing votes.  Absent during the meeting and vote was George Spicer.

     Upon a motion by Steve Williams and duly seconded by Roger Cassell, members voted to renew the Town’s employees Health Insurance coverage with Trigon BC/BS Key Advantage with expanded benefits.  Voting in favor of the motion was Steve Williams, Jack Anderson, Roger Cassell, and Rita Tipton.  There were no opposing votes. 

     At 7:20PM, upon a motion by Steve Williams and duly seconded by Rita Tipton, the meeting adjourned.  Voting in favor of the motion was Steve Williams, Jack Anderson, Roger Cassell, and Rita Tipton.  There were no opposing votes.  Absent during the meeting and vote was George Spicer.  
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