     REGULAR MONTHLY Meeting of the Gate City Town Council was held on Tuesday, November 14, 2000 at the Town Hall.

     PRESENT:  Mayor Charles Dougherty, Steve Williams, George Spicer,

                          Jack Anderson, Roger Cassell, Rita Tipton, Attorney Terry

                          Kilgore, Manager Mike Edwards, and Recorder Melinda

                          Taylor

     ABSENT:   None

     OTHERS PRESENT:  Dwayne Rhoton, Benny Reed, Brian Garrett, Allen

                         Vaughan, Jerry Parsons, Linda Parsons, Ashley Blevins, Robert

                         Blevins, Carolyn Begley, Art Twachtman, Rota Benton Hichman,

                         Dewey Hickman, Shirley Davis, Lisa Loggans, Kenneth Wallace,

                         Jennifer Wallace, Sue Falin, Mike Reed, Chuck Dolen, Angela

                         McClellan, Ron McClellan, Katheryn Pierson, William Pierson II,

                         France Starnes, Ed Starnes, Sue Brooks, Judy Gillenwater, Mark

                         Jenkins, Cristie Williams, Bo Person, Lisa McCarty, Brian Mauk,

                         Gerald Cox

     Mayor Dougherty called the meeting to order at 7:00 and welcomed all present.

     Upon a motion by Steve Williams and duly seconded by George Spicer, members approved minutes from the October 10, 2000 Joint Meeting with the Gate City Sanitation Authority and the October 17, 2000 Adjourned Meeting.  Voting in favor of the motion was Steve Williams, Jack Anderson, George Spicer, Roger Cassell, and Rita Tipton.  There were no opposing votes.

     Mr. Jerry Parsons, who owns Commercial Electronics, appeared before the Council for update on the matter involving the water problem at Photogenius.  Mr. Art Twatchman of Robinson & Associates informed all present that the Town’s insurance will pay damages to the building and equipment but will not pay for reconstruction of the sidewalk or alleviation of the problem.  Members reviewed three estimates for excavation and replacement of the sidewalk.  Upon a motion by Jack Anderson and duly seconded by Roger Cassell the meeting retired into Closed Session pursuant to Section 2.1-344A of the Code of Virginia to discuss this issue and also a personnel matter.  Voting in favor of the motion was Steve Williams, Jack Anderson, George Spicer, Roger Cassell, and Rita Tipton.  There were no opposing votes.  At 8:10 PM, upon a motion by Jack Anderson and duly seconded by Roger Cassell, the meeting returned to Regular Session.  Voting in favor of the motion was Steve Williams, Jack Anderson, George Spicer, Roger Cassell, and Rita Tipton.  There were no opposing votes.

CERTIFICATION OF CLOSED MEETING

     WHEREAS, the Gate City Town Council has convened a Closed on this date pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in accordance with the provisions of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act; and

     WHEREAS, Section 2.1-344A of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by the Town Council that such closed meeting was conducted in conformity with Virginia law;

     NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Gate City Town Council hereby certifies that to the best of each members knowledge, (1) only such business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirement by Virginia law were discussed in closed meeting to which this certification applies and (2) only such business matters as were  identified in the motion convening the closed meeting were heard, discussed or considered by the Gate City Town Council.

     VOTES:    AYES:  Steve Williams, Jack Anderson, George Spicer, 

                                     Roger Cassell, and Rita Tipton

                       NAYS:  None

                      ABSENT DURING MEETING AND VOTE:  None

     Upon a motion by Steve Williams and duly seconded by Jack Anderson, members voted to advertise to seek bids for the mitigation of the water problem located at 209 East Jackson Street.  Voting in favor of the motion was Steve Williams, Jack Anderson, George Spicer, Roger Cassell, and Rita Tipton.  There were no opposing votes.

     Upon a motion by Steve Williams and duly seconded by George Spicer, members voted to honor an agreement dated May 24, 2000 for settlement of grievances by officers Bo Person and Scott Horne.  Voting in favor of the motion was Steve Williams, Jack Anderson, George Spicer, Roger Cassell, and Rita Tipton.  There were no opposing votes.

     Mr. Jerry Parsons requested another loading zone in front of Commercial Electronics on East Jackson Street.  This matter was referred to the Street Committee for review and will be discussed at the December meeting.

     Ms. Sue Brooks of Manville advised members of water problems being experienced by residents in this community.  Mayor Dougherty stated that before the Town can extend a water line to this area, Water Plant expansion would be necessary.  Manager Edwards suggested that the Town also explore the possibility of a boundary line adjustment in conjunction with all water line extensions outside of the corporate limits.  Manager Edwards also stated that he will contact the Scott County PSA for help in locating a water buffalo in this area.

      Attorney Kilgore stated that the Kane Street bridge will remain unnamed until the County and Town reach an agreement.

     Chief Cox presented his monthly report to members.  He also asked that members discuss the possibility of acquiring a police drug/track dog.  Mayor Dougherty suggested that no dog be brought in due to liability risk.  Rita Tipton made a motion to acquire the police drug/track dog, but the motion died for lack of second.  No further discussion was held at this time.

     Dwayne Rhoton presented the monthly Public Works report.  Discussion was held regarding leak detection, and possible lighting at the “Welcome to Gate City” sign on Kane Street.

     Upon a motion by George Spicer and duly seconded by Jack Anderson, members voted to proceed with procedures to have outlets installed for lights and Christmas decorations, etc. on the new metal poles at the bridge.  Voting in favor of the motion was Steve Williams, Jack Anderson, George Spicer, Roger Cassell, and Rita Tipton.  There were no opposing votes.

     Mayor Dougherty instructed the Street Committee to review the possibility of opening an alley on Dhu Street near Frona Deans residence and report at the December meeting.

     Councilman Tipton updated members on Planning Commission issues.  Dwayne Rhoton informed members that two sections of sidewalk have been replaced and one more is planned to repair damage caused by one of the Bradford Pear trees.  Rhoton also informed members that regarding making Bowen Drive a thru street, this request would need to be taken to VDOT as they have installed a guard rail here.  

     Manager Edwards stated that he has spoken to VDOT regarding possible signage on Highway 23 showing Gate City as a Historic Town.

     Councilman Cassell updated members on Sanitation Authority issues.  He stated that the Authority has met with the Scott County PSA and will be working to negotiate a contract for regionalization.  Discussion was held regarding a possible time limit for vendors at the Flea Market.

     Upon a motion by Steve Williams and duly seconded by Jack Anderson, members voted to renew a five year lease agreement on the Benton and McClellan Springs.  Voting in favor of the motion was Steve Williams, Jack Anderson, George Spicer, Roger Cassell, and Rita Tipton.  There were no opposing votes.

      Upon a motion by Steve Williams and duly seconded by Jack Anderson, members voted to donate $200 to the Gate City Fire Department to be used toward the Christmas parade.  Voting in favor of the motion was Steve Williams, Jack Anderson, George Spicer, and Rita Tipton.  Roger Cassell abstained.  There were no opposing votes.

     Mayor Dougherty instructed the Budget Committee to review a request for donation from Scott County Head Start and report at the December meeting.

     Upon a motion by Steve Williams and duly seconded by George Spicer, members voted to allow Melinda Taylor to apply for appointment as Notary Public.  Voting in favor of the motion was Steve Williams, Jack Anderson, George Spicer, Roger Cassell, and Rita Tipton.  There were no opposing votes.

     Members discussed a proposal to bid on the Town of Weber City’s garbage pickup.  No action was taken at this time.

     Manager Edwards advised members that he has applied for a parade permit for the Christmas Parade which is scheduled for December 9, 2000 at 7:00PM.

     George Spicer made a motion to leave the bank accounts as is for now.  The motion died for lack of a second and the matter was tabled until the December meeting.

     Upon a motion by Rita Tipton and duly seconded by George Spicer, members approved payment of the bills in the amounts of $27,393.14 for General Fund and $6,481.07  for Water Fund.  Voting in favor of the motion was Steve Williams, Jack Anderson, George Spicer, Roger Cassell and Rita Tipton.  There were no opposing votes.

     Upon a motion by Rita Tipton and duly seconded by George Spicer, members voted to pay a bill from the Scott County Sheriff’s office for inmate housing for $158.39.  Voting in favor of the motion was Steve Williams, Jack Anderson, George Spicer, Roger Cassell, and Rita Tipton.  There were no opposing votes.

     Upon a motion by Steve Williams and duly seconded by George Spicer, members voted to give the following raises in pay:  Bo Person, .50/hr., Eugene Baldwin, .25/hr., Mark Falin, .25/hr., Gaylord Hill, 1.00/hr., and Dwayne Rhoton, salary  28,000/yr.  Voting in favor of the motion was Steve Williams, Jack Anderson, George Spicer, Roger Cassell, and Rita Tipton.  There were no opposing votes.

     At 10:00PM, upon a motion by George Spicer and duly seconded by Jack Anderson, the meeting adjourned.  Voting in favor of the motion was Steve Williams, Jack Anderson, George Spicer, Roger Cassell, and Rita Tipton.  There were no opposing votes.

                                                                                       ____________________________

                                                                                        MAYOR

__________________________
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